Naracoorte South
Primary School
Principal’s Report
Welcome to week 4!

Welcome!
A big warm welcome to Saami Al Nahdi who has joined Room 4
reception students’. Sam and his family have moved to Naracoorte from
Melbourne and we welcome them to our school and community. We wish
you all the best for your time here at NSPS!

Dare to Lead
Last week I was lucky enough to have the
opportunity to join other principals and directors in
our portfolio at a ‘Dare to Lead’ leadership program for 2 days
in Robe. This leadership program is based on the research of
Dr. Brene Brown and is designed to empower leaders with new skills and
tools to excel. Dr. Brown’s deep research into leadership reveals that the
ideal leader is someone who cultivates a culture in which brave work,
tough conversations and whole hearts are the expectation. It was a big two
days filled with deep self- reflection and connection and has left me with
strategies and actions I can take to make positive changes to be a brave and
courageous leader for our school. I look forward to continuing this work and taking
responsibility for finding the potential in our students’, staff, families’ and
community and having the courage to develop that potential.

Book Week
It’s my favourite time of the year! Next week from 22nd – 26th is the
Children’s Book Council of Australia Book Week. Our Book Fair will also
be held on the 20th - 26th September. Our vision is to create a community
that celebrates quality children’s Australian literature and to foster a love
of reading. This year the theme is ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’. Our Literacy
committee have been busy organising our book week parade and BBQ for
next Friday the 26th. It’s time to get those costumes ready, I look forward to
seeing all of those creative book characters. Can you guess which book
character I might be this year?

Parent Engagement Survey
Last week parents should have received a link from the Department via
email or SMS to complete the Parent Engagement Survey. The survey
measures the level of engagement parents have with the school.
It will ask you about how you perceive your child’s school,
including how well the school supports your child’s
learning and wellbeing. I encourage everyone to
please take some time to complete this
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY
Mt Gambier Eisteddfod

We pay respects to the traditional
custodians the Meintangk/Moandik
peoples of the Boandik Nation. We also
acknowledge other First Nations people.
To Elders both past, present and
emerging for their continuing
connection to the land, animals and our
community. We remember this land is,
was and always will be traditional
Aboriginal land.

Mckinlee and Portia both performed in
a number of piano events including
classical, jazz and modern in the u12
division at Mount Gambier on Friday the
12th of August. Both girls demonstrated
ability and achieved first, second and
third places as well as honourable
mentions.

survey as the results will provide us information for further school
improvement. If you did not receive an email or SMS with your unique
survey link, please contact education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au and include
our school’s name in your email.

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Phonics is the relationship between letters and sounds and is vital in
learning to read. This week our Year 1 teachers will be undertaking the
Year 1 phonics screening check. The phonics screening check is a short,
simple assessment that tells teachers how students are progressing in
phonics. It takes only 5–7 minutes and is carried out by classroom teachers
with each student individually. Teachers then analyse the results and, if
necessary, plan for any additional support that students might require. All
Year 1 students in government schools will undertake the check in August
2022. To ensure high quality and consistency, Year 1 teachers have been
trained to use the phonics screening check.

Writer of the Week!
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of ‘Writer of the Week’, Elora
Chae and Shabbir Sultani for their wonderful books titled ‘Pig the Pug’.
I was very impressed with their writing, creativity and the added humour!
We have so many inspirational writers at our school and I love being able
to celebrate them.

Farewell
This week will be Leo Corcoran & Armamiel Teke’s last week with us
as they are returning to Melbourne. I bet they can’t wait to catch up with
old friends.

Jess
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Deputy News
How is it possible that we are almost half way through the term
already! The last fortnight has been jam packed with many
activities such as Open Day/Evening, the Ned Show, ICAS tests
and assemblies. All interspersed with lots of learning fun!
Assemblies
How wonderful it was to see our families back watching assemblies
again. It was a little surreal announcing it was the first assembly in
August! The host classes and classes that shared did an amazing job
and it was wonderful to see such a wide variety of fantastic work
samples that were shared with us all. I encourage you to come
along to our next assemblies in Week 6 if you get the chance!
Intention Assembly
The KIC Exec gave us the challenge this fortnight to:

This may sound easy, but how often do your bypass your bestie to
work with others you may not usually work with? Everyone brings
different skills and knowledge to the table and working with a wider
variety of people exposes you to different skill-sets and opinions.
It also helps us to practise using our group work and social skills!
ACARA Trial
Last week we welcomed a lady named Tanya to oversee the ACARA
trials. Some of our year 3 and 5 students took part in these She
was very impressed with our students, voicing how settled, engaged
and well-mannered they were. What fantastic ambassadors for
our school!
ICAS
ICAS tests are underway for those students who have booked in.
We have now completed the Writing and English tests, with the
others being held over the next few weeks.
PAT Testing
During weeks 7-10, our year 1 - 6 students will be participating
in PAT testing (along with the rest of South Australia!). The Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) are online reading comprehension
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and maths assessments aligned to the
Australian Curriculum. The tests are
administered each year and provide teachers
with information about the learning strengths
and needs of their students. From year 2 - 6,
the PAT Maths and Reading tests are
compulsory. We also choose to deliver the
PAT Spelling test to our year 3-6 students.
These tests show us how much growth
students have made in a year and where they
may have any misconceptions in their
learning that need addressing. PAT tests have
the advantage of having instant results. This
allows teachers to look at results directly
following the tests and follow up on students'
needs. Our year 1 students also participate in
the Early Years version of the PAT Tests for
Maths. This gives students an opportunity to
become familiar with the PAT testing format
and shows teachers how their students are
tracking. PAT tests are not designed to be a
stressful experience and our students are
usually quite happy to complete them.
Have a wonderful fortnight!

 Kym

Counsellor Chat
Here we are at the end of Week 4, and it is all happening – as usual!
The NED Show – online!
The virtual NED Show was viewed by all students this year from the comfort of their own classrooms! Augustus, the online manager was speaking
to us from California while Matthew, the presenter and yo-yo Guru,
joined us from the East Coast of the USA! I guess this is “a sign of the
times”! I would like to thank our School families for getting onboard with
the yo-yo sales: thanks to your support we have been able to raise over
$1000 to “pay forward” and allow another school to learn about the important message to: Never give up, Encourage others and Do your best.
We were even able to have a short Question time at the end of the Show.
Jarin and Evie each asked a question on behalf of their groups.

Kids’ Helpline: now for Parents too!
As new Parents often remark, “If only
children came with their own instruction
manual….”. But they don’t. And every
child is unique, aren’t they?
I came across this cool infographic online
and was prompted to investigate the
website at kidshelpline.com.au. To my
surprise, I discovered a section for
Parents, covering a range of “age and
stage” topics – and the Helpline service is
available to support Parents and Carers
as well!
Brrr! Keep warm and take care!

School Photographer Training Session
Earlier this term our Lead Photographer Bree Ellis planned and ran some
excellent training for the group, to allow them to become more skilled and
confident in using the School camera. As you probably know, the Photographers are often called upon to take pictures on official occasions, such as
Awards Assemblies and visiting performances. In fact, you have already seen a lot of their work in our
newsletters! Bree is a very keen
photographer and she certainly had
a lot of useful information for her
fellow photographers.
Kimochis and Feelings
In some of my focus groups we are exploring feelings
and how they can relate to how we feel and act. At
School we use the Kimochis to learn about and to
extend our vocabulary around emotions. An example
of this is discussing how feelings of jealousy, disappointment or frustration can each contribute to the
general “umbrella” term of Mad/Angry. The Kimochi
programme also features puppet characters and
stories illustrating various relatable situations. As you
can see, they are very colourful and engaging!
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Cathie Biggins
Wellbeing Leader

PCW Corner
Enjoy the Moment
The last few weeks I have been reflecting upon my seven
years at Naracoorte South School. There have been so many
moments of joy as I worked with the school community,
there have also been moments of sadness. It has been a
privilege to serve the school community.
Most of this year my wife and I have been discussing my
retirement from chaplaincy and being a minister of a church
(I am currently working 6 and a half days a week). Therefore,
it is with a sense of sadness that my time at Naracoorte
South School is about to come to an end. I will conclude my
time at the school at the end of term 3. At the beginning
of the term holidays my wife and I will be moving to an
independent living village at Renmark.
This move is a lot earlier than planned, due to a house in
the village becoming available sooner than expected. I will
continue to work as a Pastoral Care Worker as I won the
position as a transition Pastoral Care worker, with years 5,6,7
and 8. I will be working at Berri Regional Secondary Collage
and Berri Primary Schools. Instead of 6 and
a half days a week, I will be only be
working 24 hours a week.

Happy Birthday to …

John Stayte
Pastoral Care Worker

Buddy Bench
Week 5
Monday
Mackenzie K & Jock
Wednesday Aria & Eliza
Friday
Elias M & Spencer S

5

Week 6
Asha & Brooklyn
Harry & Basty
Makenzie B & Leo

Emma Kay was 11 on 6th August
Amber Wilby was 10 on 8th August
Lexie & Angus Jones who were 8 & Piper
Southern who was 11 on 11th August
Laurence Moffatt who was 8 & Sid Ebert who
was 12 on 12th August
Maggie Crossling & Ellie who were 6 on
15th August
Elora Chae who was 6 & Charlotte Davis who
was 7 on 16th August

Room 19’s Art

Self Portrait Art
For our Self Portraits, we had our school photos printed out.
Then we carefully traced it onto a laminating sheet using a
sharpie. We then took our school photos out and put a tan sheet
of paper into the clear laminating sheet and laminated it.
By Grace Teklemariam
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City Art
With Mrs. Lane in Art, we completed our Cityscapes using different methods. First we had to
paint our backgrounds in a variety of colours to
either form a sunset or crazy sky design. Then we
outlined our city sketches with permanent marker, cut it out, then stuck it on our backgrounds.
We are all very proud of our finished city art.
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Roster

Budget Submissions
It is that time of the year again when staff and Governing Council
are preparing the 2023 school budget. We would like to include all
parents in this consultation process and would appreciate you taking
some time to consider ways and suggestions we can improve our
school through acquiring resources.
If you would like a budget submission form please see the office staff.
Cheryl Kramm
Business Manager

This week students are celebrating Science Week with the theme of
'Glass: More than meets the Eye'. Every day they have been testing
their knowledge in quiz questions with a prize at the end of the week
for F-2 and 3-7 classes. Monday started with one class scoring
10/10! A sample of questions are below for you to test your
knowledge.

1.

What is the primary component of glass?
a. Silica
b. Crystal
c. Ductile

2.

What type of glass is dust-free?

3.
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Float
Jalousie
Glass block

What is the temperature at which a noncrystalline material transforms from a supercooled liquid to rigid glass?
a. Glass transition temperature
b. Boiling point
c. Melting point

Tracy Hahn
Science Leader

*
S Kane
N Sneath

Tuesday 30th Aug
Thursday 1st Sept
Friday 2nd Sept

*
L Riley
M McDonald

Ginny Harvie
Canteen Manager

Crossing Roster
Science Week

a.
b.
c.

Tuesday 23rd Aug
Thursday 25th Aug
Friday 26th Aug

Week 5
Max Lush
Jack Hutchesson
Chi Tang

Week 6
Pippa Harvie
Kelsey Dolphin
Ava Cother

Hall of Fame
Skylah Gnys for being a conscientious member of the class
who uses her class time effectively. Well done Skylah!

Azmat Ali for working independently and staying focused on the task at hand. Congratulations Azmat!

Nate Marshall for demonstrating a growth mindset and
taking ownership of his learning. Congratulations Nate!

Leo Slotegraaf for making great choices in choosing
where to sit during learning time. There has been a
huge shift in the quality of work you are producing,
especially in your writing.

Urwa Batool for putting so much effort into both your
reading and writing. Your resilience has grown and you
always try your very best.

Royan Jafari for being a kind and gentle classmate and
always following instruction.

Felicia Saing for making huge progress with her learning
and always putting a smile on everyone’s face.

Alexander Brooksby for always using his 5 Ls and being
a great role model for his peers.

Mehnaz Hussaini for being a happy and caring classmate
who makes good choices.

Shabbir Sultani for his amazing reading! He knows most
of his tricky words and I am so impressed with his
sounding our! Well done Shabbir!

Ivy Mulraney for always trying her best in our InitiaLit
lessons. I love watching you sound out words and have a
go at writing new words!

Fraser Garrigan for all his great progress at school. I am
so impressed with all his hard work. Keep it up Fraser!

Charlotte Obst for settling into Room 4 with ease and a big
smile. She is such a kind friend to all and is always offering
her help to everyone.

Jacobus Nel for trying your best to develop your English
in reading and writing. I love how you ask lots of questions about the books you are reading and work hard to
improve your writing! Well done!

Austin Rishworth for writing a fantastic book all by yourself about dinosaurs. It was great to see you so proud of
yourself, as you should be! Well done!

Ruby Murphy for always working extra hard to improve
your writing. Your recounts and book making have improved so much. Keep it up!

Indi McMullan for being a positive role model to the rest
of the class. It is great to see you always using your 5Ls
and the Golden Rule! Well done!

Zavannah Williams for always trying her best in everything she does. Zav demonstrates a great growth

Nakoa Gnys for contributing to class discussions with great
ideas and working really hard during his writing time to do
his best work.

Jarrah Hill for using her mistakes while in the learning
pit for maths tasks to help her and was able to show her
working out in multiple ways. Yay for growing your
brain and being resilient.

Axel Brown for when asked to make good choices for his
learning he sets himself up for success, showing leadership and bravery in his choices.

Jona Mitchell for your enthusiastic participation and
willingness to share your ideas in writing lessons. Well
done!

Lucy Mulraney for demonstrating growing confidence by
sharing her problem solving strategies in front of her
peers. Superstar!

Elias Hussaini for consistently applying himself to his
learning across all curriculum areas. Well done Elias!
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Lachie Buckett for making positive choices at school and
showing he has a good growth mindset. Keep up the good
work Lachie you’re doing great!

Stephanie Martens for always taking care and consideration when writing to show improvement in her layout
and handwriting skills. Great job!

Eric Li for making our new student feel like a part of our
NSPS family and room 16 learning community. Keep up
the good work Eric!

William Maney for always trying his hardest to show he
is a capable and kind student, and for assisting others
with their work and putting the first.

Pippa Harvie for displaying great effort and persistence in
her literacy work this term.

Sid Ebert for the care and effort he puts into his studies.
As well as being a great role model for his peers at
NSPS.

Patence Schultz for her effort to always keep striving to
learn more in her numeracy work. Being enthusiastic and
persistent when facing new challenges.

Ling Chen for always being a hard worker and completing tasks to the best of your ability. You are a wonderful role model in Room 12.

Johnny Pham for willing contributing to class discussions.
You always think about the question and add helpful and
meaningful comments!

Paytyn Blanck for regularly completing your reading
homework and trying your best during Guided Reading
sessions. Keep up the great effort!

Basty Panuncio for consistently showing persistence and
trying your best with all your work. You have especially
shown some excellent progress in maths. Well done!

Charlee Tansey for showing some excellent progress
with your maths. Keep up the great work!

Lincoln Ebert for writing some fantastic sizzling starts for
information texts that are interesting, use a fact and a
clear technique. Great work!

Congratulations
Book Week

Book Week is next week!!!
Book Week is a great opportunity to develop everybody's love of
reading. As part of Book Week we will have an opportunity to
read the Children’s Book Council Awards shortlisted books and
complete some activites on these.
Dress up day will be Friday 26th August with the parade being
held at 9.00am

Prior to that we will also be hosting a whole school bacon and
egg sandwiches breakfast from 8.00am. Please make sure that you
have ordered prior because there will be no sales on the morning,
as we cannot handle food and money at the same time.
Literacy PLC
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Some Positives from our KIC meeting















Being able to go in the gym at recess and lunch
Good places to play
Brekkie club
Big swing
Very nice teachers
Buddy class
Essential Assessments
Tennis and basketball courts
The school library
Bubbles the Turtle
Our great facilities
Buddy bench
Other curriculum areas (PE, ICT, INDO,MUSIC)
The nature park

Book Fair
Save the date
Tuesday 20th September Monday 26th September
3.00pm - 4.00pm
In the Library

Community News
Naracoorte High School Twilight School Tours
Tuesday 23rdAugust (week 5)
Is your child starting High School next year?
The school will be hosting group tours to give families the
opportunity to view the school facilities. Bookings for tours
can be made online by accessing the following link (also in
your emailed letter). https://forms.office.com/Pages/
ResponsePage.aspx?
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Term 3, 2022
Mon
25/7 Wk 1

Tue
26/7

Wed
27/7

Thu
28/7

Fri
29/7

10.00am Bounce & Bop

1/8 Wk 2

2/8

Intention Assembly

SAPSASA Basketball

8/8 Wk 3

9/8

3/8

16/8

Intention Assembly
7pm Governing Council
Science Week

22/8 Wk 5

10/8

17/8
SAPSASA Soccer

23/8

24/8

Book Week “Dreaming with
eyes open”

29/8 Wk 6

30/8

31/8

Intention Assembly

5/9 Wk 7
PAT testing

6/9

12/9 Wk 8

13/9

5/8

Newsletter
10.00am Bounce & Bop
12noon Open Day

7pm Oven Evening

15/8 Wk 4

4/8

7/9

11/8

12/8

9am Yr 3-6 Assembly
10.00am Bounce & Bop
ICAS IT & Writing

9.15am JP Assembly

18/8

19/8

Newsletter
10.00am Bounce & Bop
ICAS English

25/8

26/8

10.00am Bounce & Bop
ICAS Science & Spelling

SAPSASA Golf
Book week parade &
breakfast

1/9

2/9

9am Yr 3-6 Assembly
Newsletter
10.00am Bounce & Bop
ICAS Maths

9.15am JP Assembly

8/9

9/9

10.00am Bounce & Bop

Intention Assembly
7pm Governing Council

14/9

15/9

9am R-2 Cricket
SAPSASA Boys Cricket

Newsletter
10.00am Bounce & Bop

16/9

19/9 Wk 9

20/9

21/9

22/9

23/9

SAPSASA Athletics

Book Fair

SAPSASA Girls Cricket
Walkathon

SCHOOL PHOTOS

SAPSASA Golf
Choir to Adelaide

10.00am Bounce & Bop

Student Free Day
26/9 Wk 10
Intention Assembly
9.15am Awards Assembly
Book Fair
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27/9

28/9

29/9

30/9

9am Yr 3-6 Assembly
Newsletter
10.00am Bounce & Bop
SAPSASA Tennis

9.15am JP Assembly

Sports Colour Day
End of Term 3
2.15pm Dismissal

