
 

 

Naracoorte South  
Primary School 

NSPS Author  

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate one of our  

Year 5 students - Kelcey Dolphin, on publishing her very first book 

‘The Adventure Begins’. Kelcey’s novel takes readers on a thrilling  

action- packed adventure following the life of Storm and her packmates. 

Kelcey was just 10 years old when she wrote this novel and was inspired 

by her love of dogs and animals. Kelcey has kindly donated a copy of her  

novel to our school library and also the  

Naracoorte public library so children have the  

opportunity to read all about Storm’s adventure.  

She will be having an Authors meet and greet at the  

Naracoorte Public Library – date TBA.  If you would like to  

purchase your own $15 signed copy please contact our front office.  

Numeracy Improvement at NSPS  

As mentioned in our last newsletter to achieve our Numeracy goal we 

need your help! During this term in our newsletter I am going to put in 

some handy tips for parents from Professor Jo Boaler that will transform 

Maths for your children. 

Tip # 2  

Always be encouraging and never tell children they are wrong when they are working on 

Maths problems. Instead find the logic in their thinking – there is always some logic 

to what they say. For example if your child multiplies 3 by 4 and gets 7, say – Oh I 

see what you are thinking, you are using what you know about addition to add 3 

and 4, when we multiply we have 4 groups of 3.  

At NSPS we seek growth for every student, in every class by creating an  

environment that encourages and enables continuous Numeracy improve-

ment. We all play a part in our children reaching their goals, let’s set those 

high expectations and work together to encourage them to succeed. 

For more Numeracy ideas and resources you can access Jo Boaler’s website  

www.youcubed.org  

Cross Country  

Well done to all of our students who represented our school at the SE 

Cross Country last Friday. It feels like only yesterday I was a      

student competing on the same course! We had a total of 28 

students compete. A big congratulations to Sinead Legoe 

who placed 3rd in the 11 year old girls race. We also  

 

Resilience 

Opportunity 

Responsibility 

Pride 

Principal’s Report 

http://www.youcubed.org


 

 
2 

had a number of students place in the top 10. Congratulations to Hilary 

Schinckel & Mohammad Karimi 9th place, Winnie Schinckel & Hamid Karimi 

10th place. A big thank you to Mrs Legoe who organised all of the trainings 

after school and during lunch times for our team to practise and improve 

their running. We had a number of PB’s on the day which was excellent to 

see. Thank you also to Mr Cother for organising the students on the day.  

Ibis Rising Star Art Exhibition  

Congratulations to all of the students who entered into the Ibis Rising Star 

Art Exhibition, at the Naracoorte Art Gallery.  This year students could  

create an art piece related to the theme ‘Autumn’, ‘All About Me’ or ‘Fun’. 

Congratulations to Emma Kay on receiving First prize for her art piece ‘The 

Cliff on the Beach’. A great effort also to the highly commended award 

winners Alexis Flint, Nate Marshall, Azmat Ali, Chandler Blanck and Matilda 

Lush. The Art Exhibition is a great opportunity for our students to show 

case their creative skills. The exhibition is open to the public at the  

Naracoorte Art Gallery during the month of May and June and I highly  

recommend anyone to take the opportunity to visit.  

SAPSASA  

Well done to all of the students who participated in the SAPSASA Athletics 

trials at the end of last term. A big congratulations to Indi Crick, McKinlee 

Brighton, Sid Ebert and Vea Peciller who have all qualified for the USE 

SAPSASA Athletics team. Congratulations also to Jack Hutchesson and Bree 

Ellis who have been selected to play in the SAPSASA State Hockey Carnival. 

It is so great to see all of our talented athletes representing our school, a 

fantastic achievement! 

Walk to School Day 

Well done to all of the students who participated in the National Walk 

Safely to school day. Miss Gower and I loved walking to school with you all 

– Edwina and Reggie especially loved all the attention! This is an annual 

event where all Primary school children are encouraged to walk or ride 

safely to school to promote Road Safety, Health and the Environment.  

Thank you to the house captains for meeting students at the gate to  

provide a ‘Walk Safely’ tattoo – Promoting health and fitness is a  

wonderful way to start a school day.  

KIC Leaders 

Last Wednesday our KIC leaders represented our school at the Naracoorte 

Rotary Peace Pole dedication. A Peace Pole is a monument that displays 

the message "May Peace Prevail on 

Earth” in the language of the country 

where it has been placed, and usually 3 

to 13 additional translations. The  

message often is referred to as a peace 

prayer. The peace pole in Naracoorte is 

located at Rotary Park, adjacent to the 

swimming lake. Our leaders made a 

poster and spoke about what ‘Peace’ 

means to them. Following this our  

students went to the town hall to the 

Australian of the Year Tour of Honour. 

The students were engaged in powerful 

conversations with Australians who 

shared their wisdom and inspirational 

stories. This was a great opportunity for 

our KIC leaders, who left feeling inspired 

to make a positive impact in their  

future. I was very proud to join them on 

this day and watch them respectfully 

represent our school.  
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Can you believe that we are almost at the end of May? This year is flying 
by! Schools are busy places and this term is no exception! 
 

KIC 
On Monday the KIC Exec were finally able to organise and host a whole 
school Intention Assembly! They chose the intention “Be Brave and  
participate to progress” to focus on for the fortnight. Instead of planning 
out the intentions we are going to focus on for the term/year, the KIC Exec 
observe what they are seeing happening in classrooms and at playtimes. 
They also listen during our R-6 KIC meetings and discuss the topics coming 
out of these meetings. They then think carefully about what a useful  
intention would be to focus on. The next step is to think about some  
points that they can suggest to work on for the fortnight and publish them 
on a poster to help everyone remember them. I think you would agree that 
the points they have chosen to focus on are ones that could assist us all in 
our lives! 
The KIC Exec have also had opportunity to attend two excellent events 
over the last few weeks. Please see their write ups further in this news-
letter to hear all about them! 
 

Mad Minute 
Our Year 5’s have been given the opportunity to compete in the Lion’s 
Mad Minute Competition. In Week 7, some representatives from the  
Naracoorte Lion’s Club will come to NSPS and run the competition.  
The 3 winners from our school will then go on to compete in the Grand 
Challenge, on Wednesday, June 22nd, at the Lucindale Hall. All of our  
students will receive Certificates of Participation. Other awards such as; 
Best Start, Best Close, Most Humorous, Most Expressive and Best Gestures 
will also be awarded. Why not practise with your children at home – give 
them a random topic they need to speak about for 3 minutes! Some past 
topics have been: 
 

At the beach     Hair styles     The best job     Fish      
Animals at the zoo     Birds     My favourite book      

The best thing about my school 
 

Thankyou to Shelley Koch who is organising the competition this year  
 

NAPLAN 
And just like that NAPLAN is finished! You should be very proud of your 
year 3 and 5 children who attempted all tests with enthusiasm and  
confidence. I am very grateful to Cathie Biggins who took over the  
organising of NAPLAN in my absence and kept it all running smoothly.  
 
Have a wonderful fortnight. 
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Laugh Out Loud  
Have you ever done something that caused 
you to laugh at yourself? Well, I did recent-
ly. One of the things I do not have is a good 
sense of direction, however as long as my 
wife Helen is in the car I can relax.  
Recently I travelled to Adelaide for the  
annual Schools Ministry Conference, I did 
not have any issues finding the accommo-
dation and the location of the conference, 
as I had another Pastoral Care Worker in 
the car. The challenge was when I was  
travelling without anyone in the car, even 
with a GPs I made 20 U turns.  
When I was younger, I would get upset  
and annoyed at myself, instead I laughed  
at myself. Eventually I arrived at the  
destination.  
Working with children and young people, 
often they are upset about a variety of 
challenges including friendships, family, 
and school. Often, they are making the 
challenge bigger than it really is. Many 
times, they leave my office with a smile  
on their face, not because I am funny or 
said something funny, simply talking to 
someone who listens is enough for their 
challenge to become smaller.  
As adults our challenge is to listen to  
children, take what they are telling us  
serious, laugh with them when and if  
appropriate.  
Remember the ability to laughter, is a great 
medicine for life’s challenges   
      

John Stayte  
Pastoral Care Worker        

 Kym 

Deputy News 

PCW 
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Counsellor Chat 

Brrr….the weather is deceptively cool with the occasional welcome  

sunshine as we head towards Winter next week. Although our learning 

areas have heating it is still necessary for us to allow adequate ventilation 

to combat COVID. Please remind your children to bring and wear jumpers 

to keep warm. 
 

Intention Assemblies 

At last we are able to gather together as a school again! This week saw our 

2022 KIC Executive present their first Intention Assembly for the year. They 

did a great job in organising, setting up and running this session, and will 

only grow in confidence as the year progresses.  

Also, our Youth Mental Health Ambassadors 

presented an introduction and a role-play 

based on the importance of having a Growth 

Mindset. 

It is so wonderful to have strong, confident 

Student Leaders to lead the way for the young-

er children, whether it be through taking responsibility for their behaviour, 

being “good sports” or aiming high in their 

learning. Well done, Student Leaders! 
 

“Music Is Fun” Band 

The long awaited return of this high-

energy band finally happened today! 

There will be photos in the next news-

letter, but in the meantime, please ask your children what they enjoyed 

about today. The MIF Band is our  

second performance for 2022. We can look 

forward to seeing the popular Alpha Shows’ 

Little Mermaid play and a Maths Circus in 

Term 4. As you can see, we aim to provide a 

variety of experiences with the Performances 

levy you pay each year. 

Volunteer COVID information update 

In the last newsletter I wrote that volunteers who intend working with  

us on a regular basis (and for whom we are very grateful!) must be fully 

vaccinated. In fact this is not correct! The current regulations are that 

those who are not fully vaccinated would need to wear a mask and to  

observe social distancing and hand sanitising protocols whilst onsite. 

Please contact us at School if you would like further information about this. 

Take care!   

Cathie Biggins 
Wellbeing Leader 
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Indonesian 
 

News from the Indonesian Temple 

In upper primary so far this year we have worked with several new words and 

are reinforcing the language that we have already comprehended. 

We have done a lot of research about the islands of Indonesia and finished up 

focusing on the volcanos as that was the topic most interesting to the kids. 

 We then started learning the days of the week and made songs in groups to 

help us remember them and that was a lot of fun.  

Now we are writing a story about a big snake who ate a lot of animals. Each 

class is writing a paragraph for the story and as we go along we read it  

together translating it from both English and Indonesian. We wrote our own 

sentences for what happens next and we are going to add some of them onto 

the end of the story. 

In junior primary last term, we learnt to make sentences using nama saya  

(my name is), saya suka (I like) and saya tidak suka (I don’t like). 

This term we are learning the words for different family members, people  

and genders. We really like it and enjoy learning how to say the people in our 

family in Indonesian. We have lots of fun  

learning and using the language.  

We really enjoy learning new animals, 

fruits and counting. It is one of the  

favourite things to do. 
 

By Sinead, Georgia and Kelsey 

In Indonesian lessons the UP kids have been doing cultural research that included volcanos and the ring of fire so 
we spent time learning about why people live so close to active volcanos and also how they work. We made models 
and labelled the main parts. 
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 Literacy 

Literacy covers a range of skills at NSPS, from reading and writing to speaking and  

listening. We use a range of strategies to teaching children the skills they need to  

progress. We spoke about Reading in our last newsletter insert. This time we are  

going to be discussing writing.  

 

We use a program called the Seven Steps to Writing Success to teach children to be 

great writers. Elements of this program are implemented from Reception to Year 6 

with skills becoming more sophisticated as students move from year level to year level. 

 

The Seven Steps to Writing Success are as follows 

 Planning for Success 

 Sizzling Starts 

 Tightening Tension 

 Dynamic Dialogue 

 Show, Don’t Tell 

 Ban the Boring 

 Exciting Endings 

Children are encouraged to plan their writing, whether it 

is a Narrative, Persuasive or Information Report. They are given opportunities to 

brainstorm ideas as often your first idea is not your best. Students then plan their 

work using a writing graph so they can clearly see where they are going 

The next step is Sizzling Starts. You may have heard this term before as children 

often really enjoy this step. It is about creating an engaging beginning to your 

writing. 

Tightening Tension comes next, which is all about making sure your writing  

continues to stay engaging. Looking at important writing devices, language choices 

and events in the text that move it along. 

Dynamic Dialogue is about using dialogue correctly, and only when necessary. 

Show, Don’t Tell is a technique that encourages children to describe what is  

happening rather than just saying. It allows the reader to infer and imagine. 

Ban the Boring identifies the ‘typical’ sentences you see in a text and  

encourages children to make their writing more interesting. 

The last step teaches children to finish off their writing with something  

interesting and engaging. Sending the reader away with a message or  

something to think about really helps to make it memorable. 

 

The idea of the program is to really break up each part/section of each  

writing genre. This way students explicitly learn each facet of the writing  

style without bombarding them with having to write sample after sample.  

This allows students to become successful in each part of their writing before 

putting it all together. 

 

Literacy PLC 



 

 

Happy Birthday to … 
Millie Cherrington who was 10 on 15th May 

Mahli Donaldson who was 11 on 17th May 

Lucy McNamara who was 12 on 18th May 

Ziva Carter Pevitt who was 12 on 20th May 

Grace Teklemariam who was 11 on 21st May 

Mackenzie Harris who was 7 on 22nd May 

Sarah Mir who was 8 & Jack Hutchesson who  

was 12 on 23rd May 

Felicia Saing & Logan Joubert who were 6 &  

Alexis Flint who was 10 yesterday, 25th May 
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Crossing Roster 
 

Week 5   Week 6  
Ashmeen Kaur         Deaken Bilston 
Pippa Harvie         Hamid Karimi       
Grace Teklemariam           Hanif Ali 

Hunger Barn 

Parent Session 



PEACE POLE 

On Wednesday May 18th at 11.30am we went to 

the Peace Pole in Rotary Park which was dedicated 

by the Rotary club of Naracoorte. We learned that 

there are over 200,000 Peace Poles spread around 

over 180 countries that continue the legacy of Masahisa  

       Goi (the one who started the ‘Peace Pole Project’).  

                     He dedicated his life by spreading the message 

                                        ‘May Peace Prevail on Earth’ 
Masahisa Goi started this project after being so affected by the war that happened in his Japanese homeland.  

We certainly enjoyed it when people from different countries came to say ‘May Peace Prevail on Earth’ in their 

languages. The Peace Pole included languages like English, Italian, Dari (Afghan) and Buganditj (Indigenous). 

We also got to stand up and read out what peace meant to us as we held up the posters that we and YMHA 

made. 

 

AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR 
Right after, we went to the Australian of The Year Tour of Honour! We had Bernie Shakeshaft explain to us how 

he turned around the lives of some of Australia’s most vulnerable kids. Then Mark Le Messurier (who invented 

What’s the Buzz) explained how he devoted his life to improving the self-worth, wellbeing, mental health and 

life outcomes of young people. And last but not least, we had Monique Bareham (President of the  

Lymphoedema Association SA Inc.) who explained about having lymphoedema and how everyone with  

lymphoedema should have a right to wear compression garments. 

After the Tour of Honour we got to meet and ask questions to the three speakers and it was all very fun as we 

learned about the three speakers and how they impacted the country. 

 

FROM KIC 
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KIC News 
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Community News  

JUNIOR TABLE TENNIS starts from Tuesday 17th May 

4.30pm to 5.30pm. 

At the table tennis hall, Price Ave. Next to Michelle DeGaris  

kindergarten. 

Second term dates Tuesday 17th May to 5th July 

Third term dates Tuesday 2nd August to 13th September 

Beginer and Players with experience are all welcome, players 

can come and join in any week. Some tuition will be provided. 

Players to bring a table tennis bat if they have one. Please name 

the bat and a drink. Wear sand shoes or sneakers. 

Cost $30.00 player for the two terms and $60.00 a family. 

Parental help is very much needed and appreciated 

More details contact Tracy Westover 04 5936 8265 or  

Charlie Le 04 3718 6382 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2/5 Wk 1 

10.50 Drama Club 
3/5 
SAPSASA Netball Trials 

4/5 

 

5/5 
10.00am Bounce & Bop 

6/5 

9/5 Wk 2 

Intention Assembly 

10.50 Drama Club 

10/5 
NAPLAN  
2pm Police Band R-6 

11/5 
 

SAPSASA Hockey Trials 

12/5 
 

Newsletter 
 

10.00am Bounce & Bop 

13/5 

16/5 Wk 3 

NAPLAN Continues 

10.50 Drama Club 

  

17/5 

 

18/5 
 

SAPSASA Hockey Trials 

 

19/5 
 

10.00am Bounce & Bop 

 

20/5 
 

Cross Country 

23/5 Wk 4 

Intention Assembly 
10.50 Drama Club 

SAPSASA Netball 

24/5 25/5 
National Simultaneous 
Story time 

 

26/5 
Music is Fun Band 
Newsletter 
 10.00am Bounce & Bop 

27/5 

30/5 Wk 5 

YELP Camp   
Reconciliation Week 
10.50 Drama Club 

31/5 

 
Yr 5/6 Civics &  
Citizenship 

1/6 
 
 
11.30am Reconciliation 
Assembly 

2/6 
10.00am Bounce & Bop 

3/6 
 

6/6 Wk 6 

Intention Assembly 
2pm R-2 Paper Boat  
Presentation 
10.50 Drama Club 

7/6 

 

8/6 

 

9/6 
Newsletter 
10.00am Bounce & Bop 

  

10/6 
 

13/6 Wk 7 

Queen’s birthday  
Public Holiday 
 

14/6 15/6 
Lion’s Mad Minute 

 

 

16/6 
10.00am Bounce & Bop 

 

17/6 

 

20/6 Wk 8 

Intention Assembly 
10.50 Drama Club 

7.00pm Governing Council 

21/6 
 

22/6 

 

23/6 
Newsletter 

10.00am Bounce & Bop 

Lion’s Mad Minute Final 

24/6 

 

27/6 Wk 9 

STUDENT FREE DAY 
7.00pm Maths Evening for  

              Parents 

28/6 

 

29/6 
 

30/6 
10.00am Bounce & Bop 

 

 

1/7 
2pm R-2 Bus safety 

 

4/7 Wk 10 

NAIDOC Week 

Intention Assembly 

Yr 5s Bike Ed 

5/7 6/7 
 

7/7 
 

Newsletter 

10.00am Bounce & Bop 

8/7 

 

Term 2, 2022 


