
 

 

Naracoorte South  
Primary School 

Welcome to week 7! I hope you all enjoyed a relaxing long 

weekend and spent quality time with your families and friends 

with good food, love and laughter.  

Condolences 

On behalf of the Naracoorte South Primary School community we 

offer our deepest and sincere condolences to Jarin, Arlind and Paul 

Oster, who lost their beautiful Mum and wife  

over the weekend. We will always remember 

Kursha’s positive energy, radiant smile and love  

for her boys. We wish the Oster family strength, courage 

and hope at this difficult time. 

Governing Council Welcome 

What an excellent turn out we had at our Governing Council AGM 

last Monday night. I would like to welcome and thank our new     

councillors for 2022.  

Chairperson: Monique Crossling  

Deputy Chairperson: Megan Heffernan 

Secretary: Catherine Flint 

Treasurer: Bec Henschke  

Committee Members: Brooke Slotegraaf, Michael Brighton,  

Skylea McLean, Di Schinckel, Milly Wood, Sima Muhammadi, Lauren 

Crossling, Alice Norcock 

Staff representatives: Liam Janssan & Samantha Gale  

We look forward to working with you all this year.  

A big thank you to our retiring members, Amy Bates, Darren Maney, 

Sara Fletcher, Natasha Dawson, Liz Crick, Tess Herrod and Sarah       

Millard. Thank you so much for your ongoing support as Governing 

Council members over the years, we truly appreciate you and the impact 

you have had in our school community.  

New Students  

This week we welcomed the Nel family who have just  

arrived from South Africa. A big warm welcome to     

Jacobus in Room 7 and Rhome in Room 2. We hope 

you enjoy your time here at NSPS.  
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Student Free Day 

Last Friday for our Student Free Day our teachers took part in pro-

fessional development around Building Numeracy Foundations, 

which aligns directly to our number one Site Improvement goal.  

This professional development provided teachers with the latest  

evidence-based research and knowledge that best supports primary 

students to develop their Numeracy skills. Our aim is to develop   

positive beliefs and attitudes toward mathematics and numeracy 

and to encourage our students and their families to do the same.  

Teachers looked at resources and strategies from Dr Jo Boaler who  

is a professor of Education at Stanford University and is passionate 

about inspiring, educating and empowering teachers of maths.  

Our teachers are excited to put these strategies into action and    

embrace a culture of positive Numeracy change.  

Our SSO’s also took part in professional development with Special 

Educator Taylor Miles. During this session SSO’s learnt about the 

broad range of evidence informed practices that can best support a 

range of outcomes for students with Autism. We also had Megan 

Heffernan presenting to our SSO’s, with her broad range of 

knowledge with Occupational Therapy and how we can best support 

students to be successful and ensure we are all consistent in our  

approaches. Thank you to Megan and Taylor for facilitating this for 

our SSO’s.  

Our staff are excited to put their new learning into action with our 

students!   

School Closure Day tomorrow  

Friendly reminder that tomorrow is a school closure day.  

All department schools in the SE area are taking part in the closure 

to support the Lucindale Field Days. A huge THANKYOU to the  

parents and staff, who have put their hands up to volunteer at the  

SE field days this weekend and in particular Ginny, our fundraising 

chair for organising this. This is a fantastic fundraiser for the school 

as we are getting paid $20 per person per hour with all funds going  

towards the school, we really appreciate your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen Fundraiser 

We are running a cake stall at Sports Day. 

A note went home yesterday looking for 

donations of slice, cake or biscuits. If you 

missed the note please pop into the 

office and get one. 

 

Sports Day Lunch Orders 

Sports Day lunch order notes went home 

last week. Please pre-order your families 

lunches to assist with catering. Icy-poles 

and drinks along with our home-made 

goodies will be available from the  

canteen on the day. 
 

Ginny Harvie & Skylea McLean 



 

 

Meet the Teachers Night  

As per COVID guidelines, we were unable to hold our usual whole 

school ‘Meet the Teachers Night’. But our online Meet the Teachers 

was a huge success! Thank you to all the parents who took the time 

to log on and ‘meet’ their child’s teacher. We are so lucky to have 

parents who are actively involved with their child’s learning and we 

are grateful to have positive relationships where we can work to-

gether to support our children to be successful.  

Clean up Australia Day  

Last Friday the 4th of March was National Clean up Australia Day. Our 

school took part in this by working together in buddy classes to clean 

up areas in our school, Nature Park and surrounding neighbour-

hoods. Some parents even joined in with classes in our clean up. This 

school clean up was a great way to inspire our students to learn 

about the impact of rubbish in our local environment, whilst playing 

an active role in their community. Thank you to the parents who 

took the time to join us in cleaning up our community.  

Oral Reading Fluency Trial Year 2’s 

This year our school is involved in a trial through the department for 

a new Oral Reading Fluency Assessment. Our year 2 students will be 

taking part in this trial which is from the University of Oregon. In the  

assessment teachers will listen to individual students read for 1  

minute. Teachers will then assess their oral reading fluency which  

is one of the Big 6 components of reading and is the critical link  

between word recognition and the ability to comprehend texts. 

Teachers will then be able to identify the trajectory of a student’s 

reading development and inform next steps in reading instruction 

while monitoring and tracking reading improvement. Our teachers 

will provide feedback to the department around if this assessment 

tool is easy to use and if it is a positive experience for students.  
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Using this data we will decide if we will 

use this tool as a whole school reading 

assessment in 2023.  

 

Jess 

Easter Presentation 
Schools Ministry Group will be 

here on Wednesday 30th March at 

9.30am to present the Easter story 

“What if?” to our Junior Primary 

students. A note will come home 

next week if you do not want your 

child to attend. 

Working Bee 
Our next working bee is on Sunday 

27th March starting at 9.00am. 

Families that are rostered on have 

already received an invitation, but 

anyone is welcome to come along 

and give a hand. A general tidy up 

and gardening will be the main  

focus so please bring along some 

gloves, shovels, spades, rakes, wheel 

barrows and wear your old clothes. 

Monique Crossling 

Governing Council Chair 



 

 

of our much needed jobs. It is the extras 

such as the BBQ and drinks van which 

makes Sports Day even better and we can-

not do it without our fabulous helpers! 

We are fortunate enough to be able to  

invite families along to Sports Day. Please 

follow the COVID guidelines so we can all 

have a fabulous day! 

800 metre 

Our Year 3-6 students run the 800metre 

race the day before Sports Day. This allows 

us to use our oval track with no interfer-

ence from other events and pedestrians.  

If you would like to come and watch your 

child compete in this race you are welcome 

to come and watch at 9am on 31st March. 

The times scored will count for Sports Day 

points and children are invited to wear 

their team colours for the day.  

High Jump 

Once again Josh Cother will be overseeing 

the 3-6 High Jump during PE lessons. We 

know you all love to see this event, so we 

are also including it on the Sports day  

program again this year. Josh will already 

have scored the student’s best jumps for 

Sports Day points but it will give you the 

opportunity to watch your children fly! 

 

Have a wonderful fortnight! 

 Kym 

Deputy News 
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I think I blinked! Suddenly it is Week 7 and the term is flying by.  

Our amazing staff are taking every challenge thrown at them in their stride 

and continuously providing engaging and meaningful learning for our  

students. Whichever class I visit each day, I see engaged students, involved 

in their learning, taking risks and trying their best. I am always greeted  

enthusiastically and usually with an invitation to “come and see what I  

am doing!” What a privilege! 

KIC 

Now that we have a few KIC Exec meetings under our belt we are making 

some real progress! The KIC Exec have now made an “Interactive Intention 

PowerPoint Presentation” that all classes will go through next Monday. It 

contains the intention they have set for all classes to follow along with 

some extra hints and tips on how to do this! They have done an amazing 

job working on this under a tight timeline.  

The Exec have now also organised and distributed all the January and  

February birthday books. This year we plan to give out all the birthday 

books for a month at the Intention Assemblies. We hope we can host one 

of these soon  

We have also had out first R-6 KIC meeting. It was delightful to hear all of 

the news and sharing coming from each of the classes. We discussed our 

whole school agenda item which was sharing positives from the start of 

the term. With all the unease and uncertainty of COVID we felt it was  

important to focus on all the positive things that are already happening 

this term! 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

If you have a child in year 3 or 5 you should have received some infor-

mation about NAPLAN via SeeSaw. A very useful resource for you to look at 

is: www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site It would 

be very beneficial to show your children the types of questions they may 

be asked in NAPLAN Online. Remembering of course that NAPLAN is  

designed to give us a snapshot of your child’s literacy and numeracy skills, 

enabling teachers to identify areas of strength and growth. 

On 24 March 2022, there will be a Coordinated Practice Test. This will take 

place at 11:00am South Australian time. It is an opportunity for students to 

become familiar with the functionality of the tests and the range of  

question types in each domain. It is also designed to test the effectiveness 

of our IT systems. Our Year 5 students will participate in a practice  

omnibus test (a combination of reading, conventions of language and  

numeracy). No results are gathered for this practice test. If you have a  

year 3 student you feel may also benefit from this test, please contact me 

at the school. 

Sports Day 

We are well underway with our preparation for Sports Day. Included in this 

newsletter are some important notes. Please consider volunteering for one  

http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Counsellor Chat 

Cathie Biggins 

Wellbeing Leader 

Crossing Roster 
 

Week 8   Week 9  
Harry Ham             Anastasia Plummer 

Leon Chen            Ruby Riley-Puddick 

Arcain Hong       Ziva Carter-Pevitt 

RRHAN training for Volunteers 

Just a reminder, that if you are intending offering your  

services as a volunteer at school this year, you will need to 

complete RRHAN (Recognising and Responding to Harm, 

Abuse and Neglect) training as soon as possible. As previously 

advertised, we will be running two sessions next week for 

your convenience: 

 Monday, March 21st from 11:30-1:00pm 

 Thursday, March 24th from 5:30-7:00pm 

Please contact the School on 87622977 to reserve a place. 

Road Monitors 

Congratulations to our Year 6 students who have capably  

risen to the task of managing the road crossing this term. Last 

year they attended training provided by SAPol and a practical 

session was subsequently organised to allow each student to 

handle the real life situation of monitoring our crossing. Soon 

this session will be run for our Year 5 students in preparation 

for their turn (supported by Year 6 students and supervising 

teacher) next term. 
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Art in room 5 

For Art this term Room 5 have been learning about different Artists.  

One of the Artists we have been focusing on so far is Eric Carle. Eric Carle 

is not only an Artist but also an Author and Illustrator. One of his world 

renown books being “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”. Room 5 spent some 

time learning about Eric Carle and his background before we took a  

closer look into his illustrations by reading a variety of his published 

books. As a group we then discussed the different techniques that Eric 

Carle uses in his illustrations and watched some videos of Eric designing 

some characters from his books. Room 5 students were then given a 

task to create a NEW character for Eric Carle to use in his next story. 

They first had to design their character, then using different coloured 

paints and materials such as pop sticks, create a variety of coloured,  

textured paper. Copying their designs, they then had to cut their  

character out of the textured paper they had created. The end  

products look AMAZING, well-done Room 5!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo  
My character is an army teddy. 

Kamran  
We read the  

Hungry Caterpillar and then 
made our own character. 

Chyanne  
It was hard at 
first and then I 

got the hang of it. 
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The Arts: Music 

Meanwhile we welcome Sonja Gooding 

who has taken over the Brass students 

from Geoff Trevenen, who has retired after 

many years of service. Sonja is also  

teaching our Year 3 students the Recorder 

this year (starting in Semester 1 with the 

Room 13 and moving to Room 12 in Term 

3). Ongoing trombonist Owen Herrod  

was on hand to assist Sonja in her Brass 

presentation. 

 

 

 

This year Music lessons are predominantly on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, with Rooms 2 and 8 on  

Fridays. Although I will be focusing mainly on the  

Music component of the Arts, we will also explore the 

other areas of this subject (Drama, Dance, Visual Arts 

and Media) during the year. 

The Music curriculum comprises two parts: Making 

(creating) and Responding (personal response). These are underpinned by 

the theory and knowledge of musical elements of  

Beat, Rhythm, Pitch, Dynamics, Tempo, Style, Timbre and Form. 

These cornerstones of Music will be studied through various activities such 

as singing, playing, exploring of sound, imagining, rehearsing of assembly 

items and presentations, stage and audience skills, thinking, giving feed-

back, pretending, co-operating and… enjoying music! 

Currently our younger classes are 

exploring the presence of Beat in the 

sounds we hear in everyday life, for 

example in a ringing telephone, as 

well as “feeling” and responding to 

the Beat in different music. Years 3  

to 6 students are revising their un-

derstanding of Rhythm and how to  

record it graphically or using formal notation. Also, Year 5/6 classes have 

been working on a song about “Litter”, which we plan to unveil soon. Stay 

tuned!  

In other news, Mrs Legoe and I will be offering the highly anticipated  

Drama Club to our Years 4-6 students, begin-

ning next week. Those who were fortunate 

enough to attend our last production, “The Prin-

cess and the Packet of Frozen Peas”,  

will no doubt be keen to see what our next pro-

ject will be. I only hope there will be enough parts for all of our budding 

performers! 

Choir rehearsals have finally begun and we 

have several keen singers who have attended 

the “Come and Try” sessions. We have a lot of 

singing to fit into the coming weeks, given the 

staggered start to the year, but I’m sure there 

will be lots of fun as well.  

Instrumental Music lessons 

This year we have several students who want to learn to play musical in-

struments, which is great to see. Our Woodwind and Percussion teacher 

Geoff Stephens has been inundated with so many prospective flautists 

that we have run out of instruments!  

Cathie Biggins                                                                                 
R-6 Specialist Music Teacher 

Students in Years 2-6 can participate in  

Children’s University in 2022. 

NSPS has been involved for 5 years and we 

are about to enter our 6th year. 

Children’s University is a program that  

students can choose to participate in – it is 

not compulsory. 

Children’s University recognises the learning 

that students do outside of normal school 

hours(eg sports, excursions, special events) 

The cost this year is $5.00 per student and 

includes access to an online portal where  

students are required to record their learning 

(paper copy is also available) 

Please see your class teacher or front office 

for an information letter. 

If you have any questions, please contact  

Tracy Hahn (CU Coordinator) at school. 

Registration required by 24th March 
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As numeracy continues to be our school focus it is exciting to see all the 
classes engaging in a range of maths activities that are both hands on and 
challenging. With our student free day focusing on positive mindsets in 
mathematics for both teachers and students it will be even more exciting 
to see what comes out of our maths lessons this year. Focusing on the  
positive norms by Jo Boaler, we as teachers are working hard to change the 
fixed mindsets around maths and develop growth mindsets. Everyone can 
learn maths, no one is born with a ‘maths brain’ and if we have the right 
mindset and work hard we can all be mathematicians  

Numeracy @ NSPS 
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School Cleaning Job Vacancy 

Millennium has a job vacancy for a casual, relief school cleaner at  

Naracoorte South Primary School.  

A current Working with Children Check is required. COVID-19  

vaccination also needed. Applications can be emailed to Tanya at  

mtgambier.area@millenniumsg.com. 

You can also speak to the school office staff for further information. 

Happy Birthday to …. 

Hockey 

We are seeking new and experienced players to join us in playing for 

the up and coming 2022 season.   

 Hockey is a fun family game with ALL games played in Naracoorte on  

Saturday’s. (2 Friday night games for seniors per club)  

Grades are: U/9, U/13, U/16, Men and women – U/9’s can start from as 

young at 7!  

Season starts March 26th! Don’t be put off by this early start date, you can 

start a bit later if it suits you. We accept the School $100 Voucher if you 

haven’t used them for another sport.  

Some teams are still looking for players – especially juniors, so if interested 

or for any further information please contact Anne Freeman on 0428828991, 

e-mail the Association at admin@naracoortehockey.com.au, or find us on 

our facebook page and your contact details can be forward onto a club that 

need players.  

Green Bottles Hockey club 

Are looking for U9, U13 & U16 players. Pre-season U13 training 5-6pm on 

17th & 24th March. U9 training is before the game on Saturdays. 

If you are interested contact U9 Coach Henry Norcock 0407 046 208 

Community News  

Darcy Hill who was 9 & Roman Nicholas Herron who 

was 10 on 6th March 

Benjamin Richardson who was 8 & Dan Teklemariam 

who was 9 on 7th March 

Blair Zeuner who was 5, Tyler McKinnon who was 8 & 

Abbey Wallace who was 10 on 9th March 

Silas Osborne who was 9 on 14th March 

Gabby Moore who was 6 on 15th March 

Aishmeen Kaur who was 11 yesterday,  

16th March 

mailto:admin@naracoortehockey.com.au
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

31/1 Wk 1 1/2 2/2 
Rec-Yr 2 Commence 

school 
Yr 3-6 Online learning 

3/2 4/2 

7/2 Wk 2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 

14/2 Wk 3 
Yr 3-6  return to school 

  

15/2 
Canteen Opens 

16/2 
Rms 12, 13, 14 16 & 19 

Basketball with Matho 

17/2 
Newsletter 

18/2 

21/2 Wk 4 
7.00pm Governing  

Council meeting 

22/2 23/2 
Rms 12, 13, 14 16 &  9 

Basketball with Matho 

24/2 

  

25/2 

28/2 Wk 5 1/3 2/3 
Rms 12, 13, 14 16 & 19 

Basketball with Matho 

3/3 
Newsletter 

4/3 
Schools Clean up Day 

7/3 Wk 6 
6.30pm Governing  

Council AGM - All Welcome 

8/3 
YELP @ Caves 

Meet the Teachers 

9/3 
Rms 12, 13, 14 16 &  19 

Basketball with Matho 

Meet the Teachers 

10/3 

  

11/3 
Student Free Day 

14/3 Wk 7 
Adelaide Cup Public  

Holiday 

15/3 16/3 
Rms 2, 4, 5, 7, 8  

Basketball with Matho 

17/3 
Newsletter 

18/3 
School Closure for  

Lucindale Field Day 

Fundraising @ Field Days 

National day of Action 

against Bullying 

21/3 Wk 8 

11.30am RRHAN training 

SAPSASA Swimming trials 

22/3 
National Ride 2 School 

Day 

23/3 
Rms 2, 4, 5, 7, 8  

Basketball with Matho 

24/3 
11.00am NAPLAN practice 

5.30pm RRHAN training 

25/3 
Harmony Day 

28/3 Wk 9 29/3 
BMX Bike Show 

30/3 
Rms 2, 4, 5, 7, 8  

Basketball with Matho 

SAPSASA 5/6 AFL Trials  

31/3 
Newsletter 

1/4  
Sports Day 

Daylight Savings finish 

3/4/22 

4/4 Wk 10 5/4 6/4 
Rms 2, 4, 5, 7, 8  

Basketball with Matho 

SAPSASA 5/6 AFL Trials  

7/4 8/4  
Sports Day Backup 

11/4 Wk 11 

9.15am Awards Assembly 
12/4 13/4 

 

Year 3 Robe Camp 

14/4 Alpha Shows 
Newsletter 
 

2.15pm Dismissal 

15/4 
Good Friday 

Term 1, 2022 


